ELCA promotes the benefits of urban green infrastructure at Open Day workshop
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A workshop at the Open Urban Day on 14th October - part of the 13th European Week of
Regions and Cities, held from 12th-15th October in Brussels — discussed and promoted the
benefits of incorporating green infrastructure in city planning. The workshop, entitled ‘Green
Infrastructure — revitalizes cities and boosts sustainable territorial development’, was attended
by over one hundred practitioners, experts and city representatives from across Europe,
together with EU parliamentarians and EC commissioners.

Neil Huck, Technical Director of the British Association of Landscape Industries (BALI), spoke
on behalf of the European Landscape Contractors Association (ELCA) in his role as ELCA Vice
President. He used his knowledge and experience of the UK’s approach to incorporating green
infrastructure in urban planning to inform and illustrate his presentation.

Addressing delegates at the KBC conference centre in the regenerated former industrial Canal
Area of Brussels, Neil Huck explained that ELCA represents some 80,000 small and medium
sized businesses operating in the landscape gardening sector across Europe. The sector
currently generates an annual turnover of Euros 30 billion. ELCA has 23 European national
associations as members, including BALI(representing the UK), and a further five partner
associations from outside of Europe. It works tirelessly to ensure that EU legislation affecting
the natural environment in which its member companies in the landscape gardening sector
operate, is well thought through, practical and can be readily implemented.
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http://www.bali.co.uk/

